
XI. Towards Revolution 

A. Background. 

1. Three Imperial Crises. 
a. First crisis: Did Parliament have the right to pass internal taxes on the colonies. 
b. Second crisis: Could Parliament pass external taxes. 
c. Third crisis: Raised the issue of internal legislation and the autonomy of the colonies as 

self-governing communities. 

B. First imperial crisis (Grenville Ministry, 1763-1765). 

1. George Grenville. 
a. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
b. British Debt. 
c. Colonial Taxes. 

(1) Molasses Act duty. 

2. British Army in North America. 
a. Pontiac’s war. 

3. The Proclamation Act of 1763. 

4. American Duties Act of 1764 (Revenue or Sugar Act). 
a. Purpose. 

(1) Raising a revenue. 
b. Provisions. 
c. Vice Admiralty Courts. 

(1) Halifax Nova Scotia. 
d. Modification of the Molasses Act of 1733. 

5. Stamp Act of 1765. 

6. American Opposition to Revenue and Stamp Acts. 
a. Issue of Standing army. 
b. Loss of fundamental right of trial by jury. 
c. Raised the constitutional question of internal taxation. 

(1) Virtual Representation. 
(a) Thomas Chately & James Otis 

7. Stamp Act Riots, 14 August 1765. 
a. “Sons of Liberty” 

(1) North End and South End mobs 
(2) Andrew Oliver hung in effigy 
(3) Lt. Governor Hutchinson 
(4) Governor Bernard 

8. Results of the resistance to the Stamp Act. 
a. Stamp Act Congress, October 1765. 

9. Non-Importation of British goods. 

10. Fall of the Grenville administration, July 1765. 
a. Rockingham ministry 

11. Declaratory Act, March 1766. 
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C. Second Imperial Crisis, Townshend Duties, 1767-1770. 

1. Charles Townshend. 

2. Townshend Duties, 29 June 1767. 
a. Duties on tea, wines, fruit, paper, glass, lead and painter’s colors. 

3. John Dickinson’s Farmer’s Letters, 1767. 

4. Transformation of the protest. 
a. British troops in Boston 

5. Boston Massacre, 5 March 1770. 
a. Crispus Attucks 
b. Lt. Governor Hutchinson 
c. John Adams 

6. Resolution of the Crisis. 
a. Repeal of the Townshend Duties 

D. Third Crisis, Lord North 1774-1776. 

1. Burning of the Gaspée, 10 June 1772. 

2. Committees of Correspondence, 1772. 
a. Sam Adams. 

3. Boston Tea Party, 16 December 1773. 
a. Tea Act of 1773. 

(1) East India Company 
b. Dartmouth, Beaver and Eleanour 

(1) Sons of Liberty 

4. Intolerable Acts, 1774. 
a. Boston Port Bill, 31 March. 
b. Administration of Justice Act, 20 May. 
c. Massachusetts Governing Act, 20 May. 
d. Quartering Act, 2 June. 
e. Quebec Act, 1774. 

5. Impact of Intolerable acts. 
a. General Thomas Gage 

6. First Continental Congress, September 5, 1774. 

7. Preparations for War. 
a. Lexington and Concord. 18 April 1775 

8. Second Continental Congress, 10 May 1775. 
a. Proclamation of Virginia Governor Dunmore, November 1775. 

9. Common Sense, Thomas Paine, January 1776. 

10. Drift towards Independence. 
a. Richard Henry Lee 

11. Declaration of Independence, 4 July 1776. 


	I. Introduction
	A. Changing interpretations of US Colonial History
	1. Traditional Interpretations
	a. Grand Narrative of Colonial Period
	b. Underemphasized or ignored aspects
	(1) Displacement of Native Americans
	(2) Development of African American slavery
	(3) Status of women
	(4) Role of urban workers or indentured servants


	2. Newer Trends in interpreting American History
	a. Development of patterns of regional difference

	3. Differing Regional Patterns
	a. Four distinct regional cultures
	(1) Puritan then Yankee colonies of New England
	(2) Middle colonies
	(3) Chesapeake colonies
	(4) Deep South



	B. Chesapeake Bay Colonies
	1. Characteristics of Society
	a. Materialism
	b. Exploitative government and extractive economy
	c. Growth of African American Slavery
	(1) Bacon’s Rebellion, 1676


	2. Culture

	C. New England Colonies
	1. Settlement
	a. Puritans
	(1) “New Zion” or “New Jerusalem”


	2. Society
	a. Communities

	3. Puritan Religion
	4. Distribution of Property
	a. Egalitarian

	5. Economy
	a. Small family farming
	b. Trade
	(1) Triangular Trade



	D. Middle Colonies
	1. Diversity of Middle Colonies
	2. Political Life
	a. Religious toleration
	(1) “Confessional Politics”
	(2) stable two-party system


	3. Society
	a. Mixed economy
	b. “Best poor man’s country”


	E. Deep South Colonies
	1. Settlement
	a. West Indies
	b. Island of Barbados

	2. Attitudes toward slavery
	3. Society
	a. Hierarchical


	F. Political and Social Tensions
	1. Native American Challenge
	a. Virginia
	(1) Powhatan Confederacy
	(2) Bacon’s Rebellion, 1676

	b. New England
	(1) Pequot War, 1637-1638
	(2) King Philip’s or Metacom's War, 1675–1676

	c. Deep South
	(1) The Yamasee War, 1715-1718
	(2) Anglo-Cherokee War, 1758–1761

	d. Middle Colonies
	(1) Iroquois Confederacy
	(2) Covenant Chain of 1676


	2. Imperial Challenge
	a. Navigation Acts, 1660s to 1690s

	3. Areas of Social tension
	a. Western frontier regions vs. eastern regions
	(1) Bacon’s Rebellion, 1676
	(2) Shay’s Rebellion, 1786-1787
	(3) Paxton Boys in Pennsylvania, 1763-64

	b. Debtors vs. Creditors
	c. Merchants vs. Farmers
	d. Clergymen and Laity
	(1) Great Awakening

	e. Central vs. Local authority



	II. English Background to American Colonization
	A. Diversity of Early American Society
	1. Non-English settlers
	a. French—St. Lawrence
	b. Spanish—St. Augustine
	c. Germans—Susquehanna River Valley
	d. Dutch—Hudson River Valley
	e. Swedes—Lower Delaware
	f. French Huguenots—South Carolina

	2.  “English” North America
	a. Part of the British Empire
	b. Great pride in English heritage

	3. Old fashioned Whig History
	a. The history of the growing progress and spread of liberty
	(1) Love of liberty
	(2) Sense of individual freedom
	(3) Parliamentary or representative government
	(4) Dignity of the individual


	4. Transformation of England
	a. England in the 15th century
	(1) Isolated
	(2) Economically a simple society
	(3) Outpost of the North Atlantic coastline

	b. England in 1776
	(1) Greatest empire the world had seen since Rome
	(2) From an agrarian natural economy to the nation of shopkeepers
	(3) Largest trading state in the world
	(4) Most capitalistic and industrial society
	(5) Most disciplined and urban society
	(6) Most modern state in the world



	B. English Society
	1. Background
	a. Feudal society
	b. Market society
	(1) Rule of law


	2. English Social Order
	a. Based on hierarchy
	b. English Classes
	(1) Upper Class
	(2) Middling Sort
	(3) Lower Class



	C. The Protestant Reformation
	1. Course of the Reformation
	a. Henry VIII
	b. Edward VI
	c. Mary I
	d. Elizabeth I
	(1) Marian Exiles

	e. English Anglican Church
	(1) Episcopal
	(2) Calvinist


	2. Puritans
	a. Challenged the Elizabethan Settlement
	(1) Refused to read the Book of Common Prayer

	b. Presbyterian
	c. Puritan moral revolution


	D. English Government
	1. King
	2. Rise of Parliament


	III. Native American Cultures
	A. Settling of North America
	1. Original Settlers
	2. Native Population at time of contact
	a. Population
	b. Agriculture
	(1) “slash and burn”


	3. Iroquois Confederacy or “Five Tribes”
	a. Adirondacks to the Great Lakes
	(1) Mohawk
	(2) Oneida
	(3) Onondaga
	(4) Cayuga
	(5) Seneca

	b. Iroquois society
	(1) Matriarchal and matrilineal
	(2) Organization
	(a) Longhouse
	(b) Ohwachira
	(c) Village




	B. Impacts of European settlement on Amerindians
	1. Population
	a. Virgin Soil epidemics
	b. Impact

	2. European Invasion
	a. European style of warfare
	b. Amerindian style of warfare

	3. French Settlement of the St. Lawrence
	a. Fur trading
	b. Population
	c. Relationship with Native Americans
	(1) Algonquin and Iroquois
	(2) Issue of alcohol

	d. French missionaries
	(1) Jesuits
	(2) Huron peoples

	e. Settlement in Louisiana
	(1) Natchez People



	C. Amerindian relations with English settlers
	1. The “Lost Colony” on Roanoke Island
	2. Jamestown Settlement, 1607
	a. Powhatan Confederacy
	b. English and Powhatan Diplomacy
	c. Story of John Smith
	(1) Powhatan
	(2) Pocahontas

	d. First Anglo–Powhatan War, 1609-1614
	e. Development of Tobacco agriculture
	f. Jamestown Massacre, 22 March 1622
	(1) Opechancanough
	(2) Edward Waterhouse

	g. Second Anglo–Powhatan War, 1644-46

	3. Settlement of New England
	a. Early impacts
	(1) Wampanoag Tribe
	(2) Narragansett and Pequot Tribes

	b. Pequot War, 1637-1638
	(1) Wampum
	(2) Massacre of Fort Mystic, 26 May 1637

	c. Expansion of English population
	d. King Philip’s or Metacom's War, 1675-1676



	IV. Settlement of the Chesapeake
	A. Background
	1. Motivations for exploration
	a. Commercial motivation for settlement
	(1) Virginia Company
	(2) Joint-stock trading company

	b. Quest for the Northwest Passage


	B.  “Lost Colony” of Roanoke, 1585
	1. First attempt—Roanoke Island
	a. Sir Humphrey Gilbert and Sir Walter Raleigh

	2. Reasons for colonization
	a. High-minded rhetoric
	(1) Richard Hakluyt

	b. Economic motivation
	c. Privateering

	3. Arrival of first Settlers, June 1585
	a. Exploratory expedition, 1584
	(1) Francis Drake

	b. Failure of first attempt
	c. Arrival of second group of settlers, summer 1586
	d. Arrival of third group of settlers, summer 1587
	(1) Spanish Armada.

	e. The “Lost Colony” of Roanoke


	C. Settlement of Virginia, 1607
	1. Origins of Virginia
	a. Virginia Company of London
	b. Virginia Company of Plymouth

	2. Settlement of Jamestown, 1607
	a. Death, death and death
	b. Sir Thomas Gates

	3. Why the huge mortality rate?
	a. Wrong type of settlers
	(1) Gentlemen soldiers
	(2) Wrong skilled people
	(3) No farmers

	b. Activities of the gentry settlers
	c. Seasoning
	d. Problem of Food
	(1) Powhatan Confederacy


	4. John Smith
	a. Powhatan
	b. Pocahontas

	5. Dangers faced in Jamestown
	6. Smith’s leadership, 1608
	7. Amerindian Relations
	a. Powhatan wars, 1609-1614
	b. Pocahontas
	(1) John Rolfe


	8.  “Starving Time,” 1609-1610
	a. George Percy

	9. Jamestown Massacre, 22 March 1622
	a. Opechancanough
	b. English revenge
	(1) Pamunkey Tribe


	10. Emergence of Tobacco agriculture
	a. John Rolfe

	11. Virginian Economy
	a. Three types of laborers
	(1) Tenants, or sharecroppers
	(2) African Slaves
	(3) Indentured Servants


	12. Government of Early Virginia
	a. Branches of government
	(1) Governor
	(2) Councilors
	(3) Burgesses




	V. Bacon’s Rebellion and Slavery in Virginia
	A. Social Strains in early Virginia
	1. Origins of Slavery in Virginia
	a. Slavery was still a fairly open institution

	2. Crisis in the Virginian social order
	a. Declining mortality rates
	b. Scarcity of land


	B. Bacon’s Rebellion, 1675-1676
	1. Causes
	2. Start of the Rebellion, July 1675
	a. Doeg Tribe
	b. Susquehanna Indians
	c. Death of Bacon’s overseer

	3. Calls for all-out war against the Amerindian population, spring 1676
	a. “Final solution” to the frontier problem
	b. Governor Berkeley
	(1) Established forts


	4. Bacon’s intervention
	5. From Indian war to Social war
	a. Social violence
	(1) Planters vs. Planters
	(2) Supporters of Bacon vs. Supporters of Berkeley
	(3) Indentured Servants and African slaves vs. Planters


	6. Burning of Jamestown, 10 September 1676
	7. End of the Insurrection
	a. Death of Nathaniel Bacon, October 1676
	b. Counterrevolution
	(1) Berkeley’s revenge


	8. Tobacco Riots, 1682
	9. Reactions

	C. Slavery in early Virginia
	1. Populations
	2. Changes in the institution of slavery
	a. First example from 1651
	(1) Anthony Longo
	(a) Angolan
	(b) Black Englishman


	b. Second example from 1669
	(1) Act Concerning the Casual Killing of Slaves
	(a) Chattel



	3. Growth of racism
	4. Results
	a. Status of slaves dropped
	b. Status of White indentured servants improved
	c. Sense of cohesion within the White community
	d. Growth of democratic ideas



	VI. Puritans and Settling New England
	A. Puritan Religion.
	1. Background.
	a. Characteristics.
	(1) Calvinists.
	(2) Believed in predestination.
	(3) Biblicists.


	2. Puritan view of sin.
	3. Puritan Doctrine
	a. Salvation through God’s Grace.
	b. Doctrine of Predestination.

	4. Puritan Religious Experience.
	a. Evangelicism.
	b. Emotionalism.

	5. Puritan sermonizing.
	a. “Plain Style” sermons.
	b. Form of the Sermon.
	(1) Began with a text.
	(2) Uses.
	(3) Exhortation.

	c. Foundation for a conversion experience.

	6. Conclusions.

	B. Settling of Massachusetts.
	1. Chesapeake vs. New England Government.
	a. Virginian government.
	b. New England governments.

	2. Massachusetts Bay Company Charter, 1629.
	a. Unique character of charter.


	C. Republican rights established in Massachusetts.
	1. No taxation without Representation.
	2. Right of Representation in Government.
	3. Establishment of a written legal code.
	a. Massachusetts Code, 1648.

	4. Creation of a full bicameral representative government.
	a. Issue of the veto.


	D. Government response to dissent.
	1. Roger Williams.
	a. Puritan divine.
	b. Differences.
	(1) He was a separatist.
	(2) Questioned Puritan land titles.
	(3) Separation of Church and State.

	c. Rhode Island.

	2. Anne Hutchinson and the Antinomian Controversy
	a. Antinomianism
	b. Trial of Anne Hutchinson

	3. Legacy of puritan government.
	a. Ideal of a pure holy commonwealth.
	b. Ideal of representative government.
	c. Ideal of the rights of the people.
	d. Legacy of ideological politics and intellectual leadership.



	VII. New England Society
	A. Characteristics of New England Society
	1. Examples of prosperity of puritan society
	a. Large Families
	b. Longevity
	c. Distribution of property

	2. Cohesiveness of New England society

	B. New England Towns
	1. Background
	a. General Court
	b. Consensus

	2. New England Town Meeting
	3. Description of a typical New England town
	a. Nucleated villages

	4. Society in New England towns

	C. The New England Family
	1. Background
	2. Marriage
	3. Sexual Mores of puritans
	a. Bundling
	b. Bundling board

	4. Puritan child rearing practices
	a. “Breaking of the will”


	D. Salem Witch trials, 1662
	1. Background
	2. Witchcraft trials
	a. West Indian slave, Tituba
	b. Betty Parris
	c. Rev. Samuel Parris

	3. Legacy of Puritan society.
	a. The ideal of the New England town
	b. Cherishing of community
	c. Creation of Universities



	VIII. British Imperial Policy
	A. Aspects of imperial policy
	1. Mercantilism
	a. Bullion

	2. Militarism
	3. Commerce
	4. Four phases in the development of Imperial structures
	a. First Phase, 1607-1675
	b. Second Phase, 1676-1720
	c.  “Salutary Neglect,” 1720-1748
	d. Fourth Period, 1748-Outbreak of the Revolution


	B. First Phase, 1607-1675
	1. Virginia
	a. Joint stock company
	b. Privateering against the Spanish

	2. Attempt to establish Imperial control, 1630s
	a. Archbishop of Canterbury, William Laud
	(1) Anglican settlement


	3. Oliver Cromwell, 1650s
	a. Navigation Act of 1651

	4. Restoration Policies
	a. Lords of Trade
	b. Navigation Act of 1660
	(1) Enumerated items
	(a) Sugar, tobacco, cotton, indigo, ginger and various dying woods




	C. Second Phase, 1676-1720
	1. James, the duke of York
	2. Amerindian uprisings, 1676
	a. Bacon’s Rebellion
	b. King Philip’s or Metacom’s War

	3. Covenant Chain, 1677-1753
	a. Edmund Andros
	b. Iroquois Nation

	4. Dominion of New England, 1685-1688
	5. New sources of Imperial control
	a. Navigation Act of 1696
	b. Board of Trade, 1696
	c. Vice-Admiralty Courts

	6. War between Britain and France
	a. King William’s War, 1689-1697
	b. Queen Anne’s War, 1703-1713


	D. Third Phase—“Salutary Neglect” under Walpole, 1720-1748
	1. Reasons
	a. New Hanoverian dynasty
	b. Long period of peace

	2. Robert Walpole’s Policies
	3. Results
	a. Population explosion in the colonies
	b. Boom in trade
	c. Importance of colonial assemblies

	4. Legislation
	a. Molasses Act of 1733

	5. The War of Austrian Succession, 1740-48
	a. Capture of Ft. Louisbourg, 1745
	b. The Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle
	(1) Madras



	E. Fourth Period, 1748-Outbreak of the Revolution
	1. Motivations
	a. Breakdown of imperial authority in the 1740s
	b. Continued conflict with the French
	c. Importance of American colonies

	2. Earl of Halifax, First Lord of Trade, 1748-1761
	a. Civil List

	3. Seven Years War or Great War for Empire, 1756-1763
	4. Structure of Empire at the end of the War


	IX. The Great Awakening
	A. George Whitefield
	1. Background
	2. George Whitefield
	a. “Grand Itinerancy”
	b. John Wesley
	c. Benjamin Franklin

	3. The Awakening in differing regions

	B. Great Awakening in New England
	1. Jonathan Edwards
	a. Northampton
	b. Impact
	c. Edwards’ Preaching Style
	(1) “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” 1741
	(2) Preaching for conviction


	2. Split in the Puritan Church
	a.  “New Lights”
	b.  “Old Lights”

	3. Whitefield in New England
	4. Legacy of Great Awakening in New England

	C. Great Awakening in the Middle Colonies
	1. Presbyterian Revival
	a. “Presumptuous security”
	b. “The Danger of an Unconverted Ministry,” 1740
	c. “Old Side” vs. “New Side” Presbyterians
	(1) Gilbert Tennent

	d. Founding of Princeton, 1746


	D. Great Awakening in the Chesapeake
	1. Culture of the Gentry in Virginia
	2. Separate Baptist
	3. James Ireland
	4. Baptist Character
	5. Conclusion


	X. The Causes of the American Revolution
	A. Underlying Factors
	1. Differing perceptions between British and Colonials.
	a. Borough corporation vs. independent states

	2. Perceptions of the Navigation Acts.
	a. Structure trade relations vs. raising a revenue

	3. Perception over authority of Parliament.
	a. Unruly adolescents vs. defenders of English liberties
	b. James Otis, The Rights of the British Colonies Asserted and Proved, 1763

	4. English prejudice towards the colonials.
	a. Boorish country cousins vs Sons of Liberty

	5. Effects of the experience of fighting the Seven Years’ War.
	a. Lack of American discipline vs. “scum of society”
	b. Smuggling.
	(1) Triangular Trade


	6. Elimination of rivals in North America
	a. Indian lands vs. “the West is finally open”


	B. Ideological Worldview of the Colonials.
	1. Lockean world-view.
	a. Locke’s view.
	(1) Relationship between liberty and property
	(2) Liberty- possessive individualism.
	(a) Liberty is self-propriety.

	(3) Property.
	(a) State of Nature.

	(4) Implications.

	b. James Otis, The Rights of the British Colonies Asserted and Proved, 1764.
	c. Social Contract.
	(1) Hobbes.
	(2) Justification for revolution




	XI. Towards Revolution
	A. Background.
	1. Three Imperial Crises.
	a. First crisis: Did Parliament have the right to pass internal taxes on the colonies.
	b. Second crisis: Could Parliament pass external taxes.
	c. Third crisis: Raised the issue of internal legislation and the autonomy of the colonies as self-governing communities.


	B. First imperial crisis (Grenville Ministry, 1763-1765).
	1. George Grenville.
	a. Chancellor of the Exchequer.
	b. British Debt.
	c. Colonial Taxes.
	(1) Molasses Act duty.


	2. British Army in North America.
	a. Pontiac’s war.

	3. The Proclamation Act of 1763.
	4. American Duties Act of 1764 (Revenue or Sugar Act).
	a. Purpose.
	(1) Raising a revenue.

	b. Provisions.
	c. Vice Admiralty Courts.
	(1) Halifax Nova Scotia.

	d. Modification of the Molasses Act of 1733.

	5. Stamp Act of 1765.
	6. American Opposition to Revenue and Stamp Acts.
	a. Issue of Standing army.
	b. Loss of fundamental right of trial by jury.
	c. Raised the constitutional question of internal taxation.
	(1) Virtual Representation.
	(a) Thomas Chately & James Otis



	7. Stamp Act Riots, 14 August 1765.
	a. “Sons of Liberty”
	(1) North End and South End mobs
	(2) Andrew Oliver hung in effigy
	(3) Lt. Governor Hutchinson
	(4) Governor Bernard


	8. Results of the resistance to the Stamp Act.
	a. Stamp Act Congress, October 1765.

	9. Non-Importation of British goods.
	10. Fall of the Grenville administration, July 1765.
	a. Rockingham ministry

	11. Declaratory Act, March 1766.

	C. Second Imperial Crisis, Townshend Duties, 1767-1770.
	1. Charles Townshend.
	2. Townshend Duties, 29 June 1767.
	a. Duties on tea, wines, fruit, paper, glass, lead and painter’s colors.

	3. John Dickinson’s Farmer’s Letters, 1767.
	4. Transformation of the protest.
	a. British troops in Boston

	5. Boston Massacre, 5 March 1770.
	a. Crispus Attucks
	b. Lt. Governor Hutchinson
	c. John Adams

	6. Resolution of the Crisis.
	a. Repeal of the Townshend Duties


	D. Third Crisis, Lord North 1774-1776.
	1. Burning of the Gaspée, 10 June 1772.
	2. Committees of Correspondence, 1772.
	a. Sam Adams.

	3. Boston Tea Party, 16 December 1773.
	a. Tea Act of 1773.
	(1) East India Company

	b. Dartmouth, Beaver and Eleanour
	(1) Sons of Liberty


	4. Intolerable Acts, 1774.
	a. Boston Port Bill, 31 March.
	b. Administration of Justice Act, 20 May.
	c. Massachusetts Governing Act, 20 May.
	d. Quartering Act, 2 June.
	e. Quebec Act, 1774.

	5. Impact of Intolerable acts.
	a. General Thomas Gage

	6. First Continental Congress, September 5, 1774.
	7. Preparations for War.
	a. Lexington and Concord. 18 April 1775

	8. Second Continental Congress, 10 May 1775.
	a. Proclamation of Virginia Governor Dunmore, November 1775.

	9. Common Sense, Thomas Paine, January 1776.
	10. Drift towards Independence.
	a. Richard Henry Lee

	11. Declaration of Independence, 4 July 1776.





